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other in rapid succession. As they all belong to recent history,
it may be well to discuss them somewhat more in detail.

In 1890 the Maine tax commission issued its report.
This is valuable for its facts as to the tax system. The
tables give a digest of the legal provisions of the most im-
portant states on the listing system, equalization, the poll
tax, the dog tax, and the taxation of railways, insurance com-
panies and savings banks. Some of the tables, however, are
exceedingly fragmentary. The only one that is complete
and trustworthy is that published as an appendix concerning
the tax on insurance companies.

As regards the report itself, not much can be said in com-
mendation. For instance, the commissioners confessed "to
having been compelled to acknowledge the logical, soundness
of many views advanced " by recent economists, and yet they
say that these views u are at variance with the conclusions at
which we have arrived." Their excuse is that it is ubetter
to err upon the side of conservatism.'" The practical out-
come of the commissioners' studies is that the failure to reach
personalty may be overcome by the plan of requiring1 sworn
detailed inventories of all property ; and the proposed law
contains provisions to this effect which the commission calls,
"strong and mandatory." This is the old, old story. Per-
sonalty escapes; eryo^ try to reach it by more rigid methods.
Of course the result can be foretold.

The value of the commission's ideas may be gauged by
the knowledge displayed of the science of finance. Thus
we find the remarkable statement that the single tax on land
values is the system which most European, countries have
adopted. "When the present writer wrote to the commission
for an explanation, the astounding answer was sent that the
commissioners had learned this fact from one of his own
articles! Again, on the very next page the commissioners
confuse the single tax on land values with the tax on real
estate. Further, in discussing the income tax (which they re-
ject) they repeat the statement that to tax property and the
income from property is intolerable because it would involve